2§04) PART 4

You will hear an interview with travel writer Amy McCarthy
about her first experience of travelling abroad. For questions
24-30, choose the best answer (A, B or C).

Interviewer: Could you tell us, Amy, about the first time you
travelled abroad, and why?

Amy: | was just eighteen, and back in those days | had no
confidence in my ability to travel on my own and pick up other
languages, much less actually live and work abroad as 1 do riow.
So when (24) Carla Nick ked if I'd be in ted in joinin
them for ¢ W omewhel nny, | immediate id ‘yes’
and we chose a heliday on the Spanish island of Ibiza.

Interviewer: Why Ibiza in particular?

Amy: | love seeing new places, and as it was somewhere neither

Carla nor | had ever visited before, Nicky agreed she'd like to go

back there even though it'd cost a bit more than going to a Greek

or Turkish island, say. | suppose (25) what appealed to us was
i vities ludi f
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its famous nightlife. So we found a reasonably-priced package
holiday for three, booked it, and on the first of July | headed for
the airport.

Interviewer: How did you feel as your journey began?

Amy: To be honest it didn’t start terribly well. | was too late for
the airport bus and ended up taking a taxi so as not to miss

my flight, only to find at the terminal that it'd been delayed for
two hours. So (26) | spent the morning shopping there. until |

s nly noticed my wallet half | hadn’t even |
the country yet. Feeling a bit angry with myself, | decided to get
something to eat, but the high prices put me off and | wished I'd
brought some sandwiches, as the other two had.

Interviewer: And how did you get on?

Amy: Quite well at first, but then there were a couple of
disagreements, including one between the other two about who
should go out for bread. | don’t eat it much so ! wasn't really
bothered, nor was | particularly concerned about Carla’s habit
of accidentally locking herself out of the flat, but (27) | did gst
irritated when | kept in cu aucer: d plates lyin

und next to the sofa or armchair where she’d been sitting. It's
not something anyone in my family would have done.

Interviewer Were you missing them?
Amy: Yes, | didn’t want to admit it but | was.

Interviewer So did you stay in touch with them while you were

away?

Amy: Well, before | left, my parents had asked me to phone them

while | was away and I'd said | definitely would, but (28) whenever
felt like doing so somehow | couldn’t. | wanted to be able to tell

eat was having. but as sc =L =k]
voice they’d know | wasn't. | felt guilty because they'd topped up

an excuse.

Interviewer Did things improve later in the holiday, or did you
wish you'd organised things differently?

Amy: A bit of both, really. We decided we'd each make lunch
every third day, and that worked pretty well, | found, | was also
glad | didn’t have to buy much while | was away because |
already had most of the things | needed in my suitcase. (29) | did
I, though. that g fortnight would've n h | coul
ave done wit t ird week there. Still, | was the one who'd

actually made the reservation so | couldn’t complain.

Interviewer: How did you feel about it all on your return home?

Amy: | had mixed feelings, really. (30) | knew I'd made mistakes

but | also felt sure I'd nta om rtant lessons which

|d benefit me t ext time | we ay. And that gave me
the confidence to try again, perhaps with different friends or —
more likely — on my own. Because somehow | knew that one day,
once I'd graduated in a few years time, I'd return to Spain and
get a job there. Which is exactly what | ended up doing.

Interviewer: Thank you, Amy.
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Writing

Part 1

At secondary school, students have to study a whole range of subjects
and many students complain that they have to study subjects that

are not relevant to their interests or ambitions. However, [ argue that
studying science subjects in every school year should be obligatory for
all students.

Science affects all of us from how we are made to what we do in
our day to day lives and that is what can make science lessons so
interesting, because we can learn about how the world works now and
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how we can improve as humans. It is true that most discoveries that
change the world are made in the world of science.

The more we advance our scientific knowledge, the more jobs we will
create. For example, our understanding of DNA has resulted in many
jobs in forensic science. The need to find new natural resources also
means that jobs in science will continue to grow.

I believe that the need to develop science means that there will be an
increase in international co-operation and it is therefore one of the most
important subjects in school.

2§05/ PART 1

You will hear people talking in eight different situations. For

questions 1-8, choose the best answer, A, BorC.

1 You hear a man and a woman talking about a depariment
store.

Man: | got a great pair of shoes in that store, reduced to half

price.

Woman: That must've been during the sales. You don'’t often

see bargams there, though | will say they always seem to have
wh it is you’ king for.

Man: Yes, though it took me quite a while to find the pair |
needed. | asked two of the assistants if they had my size in stock
but neither of them made much of an effort to find out.

Woman: That's fairly typical of the kind of people who work
there. Perhaps they're not paid very much.

2 You hear a woman asking a man questions in a city-centre
street.

Woman: Hello, could you tell me whether you came into town by
bus today?

Man: Yes, | did. On the 86.

Woman: That's the one that stops just round the corner there,
isn’t it?

Man: Yes, that’s right.

Woman: And do you take the same bus every day?

Man; Yes, | do. It's a pretty good service. It's usually on time, and
not too crowded.

Woman: t ut facilities for disabled pas: rs? A

up to standard?

Man; They seem to be, yes.

Woman; And one last thing: is the fare good value for money?

Man: I'd say so, yes.
Woman: Fine, that’s all thanks. Have a good day.
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3 You hear part of a radio interview with a newspaper’s science
reporter.

Nowadays we hear some fairly extreme views on climate change.
On the one hand, some green politicians say the damage has
already been done and all we can do is prepare for the terrifying
consequences. That’s too pessimistic, | feel. Then there are
those - none of them scientists, | should add — who believe it's
all part of a natural cycle that involves periods of global warming
followed by alobal cooling. Unfortunately, the latter view enables

litician ertai ntne 1 im there’ thin h to

5 ol
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disaster.
4 You hear a recorded message when you phone a hotel.

Welcome to the Seaview Hotel information line. Our operators are

all occupied at the present time, so please press the appropriate

number and we will deal with your call as quickly as possible.

To make a room reservation, book a restaurant table or arrange

for transport to or from the hotel, please press one. To gﬂgr the
ki

u ] ] be .
or ler roo arran ra late c -out, please

two. For all other senvices, including cancellation of bookings,
please press three.

5 You hear two parents talking after watching their son play in a
Jootball match.

Man: It was a pity the ref didn’t give our boys that penalty right at

the end, wasn’t it?

Woman: Well, | think he got that right, and anyway it would've
been a bit unfair on the other team who, let’s face it, played
better throughout the game.

Man: A draw might have been a fairer result.

Woman: Perhaps, but it was a e our id had t n the
losing side.

Man: Right. He was the o ne of them that put in cent
performance.

6 You hear a man talking on the radio about a castle by the sea.

The castle really is a spectacular site in a magnificent location,
set against a stunning background of huge mountains right next
to the rocky coast. There’s a track that runs along the top of the
cliffs for miles and it's a delightful walk, but it doesn’t actually
lead anywhere. Nor is the bus an option since the local company
went out of business. That was a pity, because there were some
great views for passengers, so now there's no alternative to
driving, which is a real shame. Perhaps one day they'll re-open
the old railway line, but we’ve been saying that for years and it's
unlikely to happen anytime soon,

7 You hear a woman talking about her compuier.

1 only had ten minutes before | had to go out and | needed to
email Sarah. | was getting nervous and it took me three goes

to log in because | kept hitting the wrong keys when | saw
‘enter password’, but eventually | was able to get in and write
my message. | clicked ‘Send’ but nothing happened. With time
running out | began to panic, wondering whether my laptop was
the latest victim of that bug which was going round, but then |
noticed a little icon on the screen that meant | wasn't nect
to the Internet. At that | gave up and rushed out of the house.




8 Youw overhear a man leaving a message on an answering
machine.

Hi, I'm calling because I've been doing some thinking about
working at the office and, to cut a long story short. I'm afraid I'm
starting to get fed up with it. It’s not my cblleagues’ fault at all,
but I'd appreciate it if you wouldn’t mention this to any of them,
Anyway, the thing is | know you once felt the same way about a
job you had so I'm wondering how you coped with it and what
the pros and cons are of changing jobs. I'm sorry to bother you
with this, but | know I'll regret it if | don’t do something about it,
and soon.

2306/ PART 2

You will hear a man called André Laroque taking about a Iuxury
railway journey in Canada. For questions 9-18, complete the
sentences with a word or short phrase.

At the height of its popularity in the 19th century, the Royal
Canadian Pacific was sometimes described as ‘the most
beautiful railway route in the world’, but during the 20th
century it had declined to the point where passenger trains no
longer ran along its 20,000 kilometres of lines. Then, in 2000,
(9) a thousand-kilometre passenger service started again,
and this was the one [ travelled on in my own private sleepi !
ompartment. sharin ach with fifteen other le. The
four-day journey began and ended in Calgary, the largest city

in Alberta and one that has received international praise for
being a pleasant place to live. The Economist magazine recently
placed it equal fifth in a list of the world’s top cities to live in.
while (10) according to another study that looked at which is the
cleanest, it came top. It is located close to the Rocky Mountains,

which are crossed at two different points by the railway line. At
various points along the route the peaks rise over a kilometre
straight up from the line, so although they aren't as tall as
those in the U.S., (11) they're that their ran

is breathtaking. Scenes of trains winding their way through
beautiful green valleys next to spectacular snow-covered peaks
are of course often associated with Canada, especially in films,
and (12) the Canadian Pacific has bec known throughout

the world as a result of images of it appearing on the nation’s

stamps.
So it was with some excitement that | boarded the train that
morning, and immediately | was impressed by the luxury of the
accommodation. It was like stepping back into another age, apart
from the fact that each of the eight coaches had air-conditioning.
The weather there in August was hot, so (13) that was a welcome
feature the fact that I’ ve wer { self, The
furniture was old but of extremely high quality, and the chairs and
beds were highly comfortable. The meals, naturally, were superb,
and were always prepared on board by top chefs. We had our
own waiter in each coach, of course, but (14) what | hadn’t
ected was that all of oul rve ingle large
dining table, which could also be used for business meetings.
The sixteen of us soon came to enjoy sitting together for evening
meals as these were actually more like dinner parties, with
everyone in formal dress, and live music as entertainment. On
other journeys, apparently, they sometimes have performances
of classical guitar, though (15) on this occasion it was violin, The
next day we travelled along a river valley with marvellous views
of the mountain scenery until we reached Emerald Lake, where
the train stopped for us to go on a forest trek to observe the local
wildlife. There were plenty of salmon splashing about in the river,
and we saw a mountain goat on a track high above us. (16) It

Would’ve been great to have spotted a bear but on that particular
day we were out of luck, though I'm sure | saw a wolf, and there

was certainly an eagle flying overhead at one point. Back on the
train, we went up and over Kicking Horse Pass, descending what
is known as the Big Hill. Each of the coaches weighs a hundred
tons, so (17) when the driver used the brakes to slow down
1 ent up acl of black smoke which was clearly visible to
those of itting by the wind . On our last evening, we came
to another remarkable sight near Lethbridge, Alberta’s fourth
biggest city. Looking like a giant spider’s web, (18) the mile-long.
idge across i ldm iver is larger than any other of that
type in the entire continent. The following morning we arrived
back in Calgary, after what must surely be the most wonderful
train journey in North America.

2407/ PART 3

You will hear five short extracts in which people talk about why
they changed their job. For questions 19~23, choose from the list
(A—H) the main reason each person gives for their last change of
Job. Use the letters only once. There are three extra letters which
vou do not need to use. You now have thirty seconds to look ar
Part 3.

Speaker 1

In many respects there isn't a great deal of difference between
my previous job in a large insurance company and this one,
certainly in terms of my duties, my chances of promotion and

the salary, which remains just about adequate for my needs. The

only real exception is that in my current one | have 26 days off

nnuall ; 1 f That the crucial factor wh

| made my decision, as | love to spend my free time out of doors
— especially after sitting in an office nine to five every day.

Speaker 2

Making the change actually meant taking a drop in salary, but

| feel it was worth it. Although the work | used to do at the
advertising agency was sometimes interesting, after five years |

felt I'd man to verything [ was likely t hieve there an
i ti took omething n nee tor test m
ability and skill rather than just receive a good salary for a job well
done, even if it involved working slightly longer hours and taking
fewer holidays, and with little chance of promotion. | also had to
move to another city, but as | don’t have kids that wasn’t a major
problem.

Speaker 3

I’ kin iving n rtainly i rison to the
ituati my previous ny where | I ht in
enough to live on. | also get five weeks off a year instead of
four, though that was s significant f rin decision to

move, as was the two-hour reduction in the working week. I’'m
still working in the import-export business, though dealing with
customers over the phone, by email or by video conferencing
rather than in their own countries.

Speaker 4

I'm still in the same flat | was in before | began work here, though
| actually don't mind that because it's a pleasant enough place
and with only a slight increase in my salary | couldn’t afford
anywhere bigger anyway. What really appealed to me when |

he j Wi chance ti inth sh air all day, so
| applied immediately in spite of the fact that the working hours
are considerably longer than in most other kinds of work, and the
prospects of promotion are rather limited.
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Speaker 5
In the Il manufacturing firm where | used to work I'd long felt
hat | wasn't really going al here, so n the of nity to

work here came along | took it straight away. Not that the salary
or the conditions such as the working hours or holidays were
particularly attractive, but were ing in-company trainin

t shoul lly ens rhaps in a few years t | reach
a higher position. The only disadvantage of that would be that
I'd probably have to move to a bigger city, but overall it'd be
worthwhile, | think.

2308/ PART 4

You will hear a radio interview with Lily Jenkins, whose
favourite sport is windsurfing. For questions 24-30, choose the
best answer, A, B or C.

Man; Today | have with me Lily Jenkins, who will be talking to
me about the sport she loves: windsurfing. First of all, Lily, let's
go back to when you were a complete beginner. What was it like
windsurfing for the first time?

Lily: Well, some beginners have the wrong idea. Some imagine
they’ll be racing across the ocean waves on the very first day
and are then disappointed to discover they won’t, but | already
knew it would take practice to reach that stage. Others initially
feel nervous about standing on a wet board; they're convinced
they'll slide off, when in fact nowadays all boards are designed
to avoid that happening. (24) nately. I’ n show

for so | knew in advance or less f 1o ex g
though of course there were still some surprises.

Man: So do you need to spend a lot of time practising before
you're any good at it?

Lily: There’s certainly a lot to learn and people always seem to
end up needing more time to reach an adequate level than they

thought, but (25) se it nds on the individual in
of their fitness. previ xperience in related s has
ailin f course ho h effort t tin. Interestingly,

buying expensive, high-guality boards and sails doesn’t seem to
make much difference to the progress beginners make.

Man: What in particular helped you progress?

Lily: Well, it’s a highly technical sport so | didn’t make the
mistake of thinking that just because | could surf waves | could
teach myself to windsurf, or that | could learn from a friend, no

matter how expert she might be. Instead (26) | sighed up fora
ix-month cour local windsurfing ce it wa '

Man: | imagine safety aspects featured in that. Do you have any
tips?

Lily: Yes, before you go always check the weather forecast and

tides. Also, (27) let L on sh now what ti ou're
due back and., just in case the rescue services have to search
for you, wha il they ki i

you. There are also some myths concerning windsurfing, such as
starting out on lakes because they’re calm. They can be freezing
cold, too, so ignore that. Also, modern sails are light and easy to
pull out of the water, so don’t worry when it falls in — it happens
to all of us.

Man: Looking back, do you think you made any big mistakes
when you were starting out?
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Lily: Well, | began by buying the right kind of equipment, that's
to say a large board with a small sail, but within three months

| was ready to move up to the next level of kit, with a board
that’s smaller and a sail that’s bigger. That, unfortunately, meant
| had to sell my original equipment at quite a big loss, so (28) it
would’ve made more sense to have hired it for that initial period
of time.

Man: Tell me, what is it about windsurfing that gives you most
pleasure?

Lily: Oh lots of things, such as the feeling of becoming physically
fitter and stronger, or discovering how to do things I'd never tried
before. But (29) if | to choo e it'd be way it |

empty your mind of all tress an ncerns of daily life, and
just enjoy being out there on the open water.

Man: Finally, Lily, how do you see your future in windsurfing?

Lily: Well, 've thought of coaching but that would mean spending
a lot of time in practice pools, whereas the place | like to be is
the open sea, (30) perhaps raci ther pe In fact. t
probably what I'll do once I've developed my skills a little more. L
may not win any prizes but I'll certainly enjoy it. And windsurfing
is something you can keep doing even when you’re guite old.
Because unlike land-based sports, if you crash you're very
unlikely to hurt yourself.

Man: Thank you, Lily.
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Paper 2 Writing
Part 1

Scientists agree that an increase in our living standards has caused
global warming. The factories that produce the items we want pollute
the environment. However, they also create jobs. We therefore have a
dilemma; do we have to decrease living standards in order to save the
environment?

Many people in the developing world are leaving the countryside to
find work in factories. They produce goods and, as they earn money.




